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Considering on the reconstruction and recovery process following the 2015
Gorkha earthquake in Nepal from the perspective of endogenous
development theory
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Recearcher

Abstract

This paper examines the reconstruction and recovery process following the 2015 Gorkha earthquake in Nepal
through the lens of endogenous development theory proposed by Japanese sociologist Kazuko Tsurumi, and
attempts to explain the endogenous motivation during the reconstruction of Nepalese people. Currently, in disaster
recovery, it is important for local residents to actively participate in the reconstruction process. Regarding local
people's initiative, this paper examines the reconstruction process of Rani Pokhari, a traditional Nepalese water
conservation facility with a temple at the center, as an example. While the government initially planned to use
modern technology for reconstruction, residents actively sought to preserve the tradition and historic value of it.
As a result, the initial plan was revoked and people’s opinion was adopted and the temple structure along with the
pond was successfully rebuilt in traditional style. This reconstruction process reveals that Nepal has a lifestyle that
seeks to preserve heritage tradition, and that local community activity fosters a shared awareness among the people.
This shared awareness, combined with modern social media, led to the successful reconstruction using traditional

methods rather than the use of modern technology.

Keywords: Nepal Gorkha earthquake, Reconstruction, Ranipokhari, Endogenous development theory, Social

change, Suiten
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